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Heritage Glen Public School 
School Council Meeting 

Monday, June 3, 2013 

7:00 – 9:00 pm 

 

 
Council Members in Attendance: 

Sheila Hill, Paula Sahker, Joanna Oliver, Suzanne Smith, Christine Bilusack, Mary Beth Berczi, 
Ernie Chow, Arsheen Reza, Leissa Elms, Bridget O’Shaughnessy, Barbara Matanovic, Brent 
Phillips, Janet Reesor. 
 
Regrets: 

Ingrid Evans, Merryl Nash, Karin Heiss. 
 
Other Attendees: 

Sandy Wilson, Craig Lemon, Leslie Welch, Heather Begin-Kao, Shannon Gilleland, Carolyn 
Griffith, Thanh To. 
 
  

1. Welcome and Introductions (Sheila) 

 
Introductions were made and parents were welcomed. 
 

2. Approval of Agenda and Past Meeting Minutes 

 
Minutes of the May 6th, 2013 meeting were approved by Paula and seconded by Christine. 
Agenda was approved by Christine. 
 
 

3. Chair’s Report (Sheila) 

 
Spring Carnival 
The spring carnival was a huge success.  Thanks to everyone who volunteered, baked, secured 
silent auction items and helped out with the games and raffle prizes.  The new activities – BBQ, 
cake walk, 911 vehicles – added an extra bonus and fun for the children and families. 
 
It was agreed that more adult volunteers are required to help with all the activities in the future.  
Gr. 8 involvement was valued.  A list of ‘lessons learned’ will be drafted for consideration for 
next year.  A total of $4,669 was raised and 2 remaining silent auction items are yet to be picked 
up. 
 
Council Positions 

Sheila recapped those council positions that are required for a Council and the number of voting 
positions that are required.  Last summer, members of that year’s council met to work on 
streamlining positions, duties and responsibilities.  A draft of these was shared at the meeting for 
further consideration and discussion.   
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There was discussion about the membership and voting structure of council.  Council felt that the 
new proposed structure well represents the functions of the council and the work that takes place 
during the course of the year.  A separate special meeting dedicated to this issue will be 
scheduled before the end of the school year. 
 
Action: 

- Sheila to book a special meeting. 
 
 
Teacher Appreciation Lunch 
This event is scheduled for Thursday, June 13.  The library will be set up as a restaurant – just as 
last year.  Volunteer forms were picked up - 6 volunteers came forward for supervision, 10 
supervisors are required in total.  Volunteers who opted for a particular food item will receive a 
reminder email.  Volunteers for set-up and take-down are designated already.  Council members 
will provide the hot food items. 
 
 
 

4. Teacher’s Report (Ms. Sandy Wilson) 

 
Ms. Wilson thanked Council for organizing Spring Carnival. 
 
Grade 3s have completed their EQAO and now Gr. 6 are in the process. 
 
“Jump Rope for Heart” event approached the goal of $7,500.   
 
The splash pad will open soon and classes are signing up for their celebratory activities.   
 
The band will be performing at Canada’s Wonderland.   
 
 

5. Principal’s Report (Brent Phillips) and Vice-Principal’s Report (Janet Reesor) 

 
Facilities Update 
The blacktop is getting fixed up.  The kindergarten team is doing further enhancements to the 
playground area.  More playground materials are to arrive and the space will be naturalized 
further. 
 
650 students are registered for next school year – the projection was 640.  The school is slated 
for one portable for September.  Space will be allocated during the course of the summer. 
 
Mrs. Hudson had a baby boy a week ago.  Ms. Meredith is filling in for her. 
 
Last Friday was the head custodian’s last day at the school.  Tony, our former night custodian, 
will fill in.  A posting will go out shortly. 
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Mr. Phillips announced that he will be moving on from Heritage Glen at the end of this school 
year to be Principal at Maplehurst P.S. in Burlington.  New principal for HG will be announced 
mid-June.  
 
 

6. Parent Committee Reports 

 
6.1 Treasurer (Paula) 
 
Paula reviewed the Treasurer’s Report.  The bank balance for the end of April is  
$26,712.38.  There are still lots of transactions to go through that were budgeted but have not yet 
been billed.   
 
At the end of June an email will go out indicating the final amount.   
 
An amendment was made to Paula’s initial request to budget $2,000 for the spring carnival.  This 
amount did not anticipate the out-of-pocket expenses for the BBQ by M&M.  An additional 
$1,500 for a total of $3,500 was approved for this budget line. 
 
There was a discussion about using the surplus funds to purchase items required for the school.  
Among these, is a tent for outdoor sporting events. 
 
Motion by Paula to purchase various items on the list by the end of June, including a tent for 
outdoor activities.  Moved by Bridget and seconded by Mary-Beth and Joanna.  All were in 
favour. 
 
 
6.2 Volunteer Coordinator (Ernie, Arsheen) 

• List of volunteers was updated.  
 
6.3 Community Liaison, Pizza (Mary Beth) 

• Crossing guard gifts cards need to be purchased for the end of the year. 
 
6.4 Special Events (Leissa) 

• There was a relatively small turn-out for the Chris Volum presentation on social media (18 
v.s. the 45 who indicated interest for February, which had to be cancelled).  It was a very 
good presentation.  The positive side of social networking was highlighted and promoted 
along with special notice of potential outcomes of inappropriate use.  It was decided that 
guest speakers are best booked for the winter months when attendance is likely to be better.   

• A parent/council event will be organized for the first week of school.  Leissa, Joanna and 
Suzanne have volunteered.  Parents will be able to meet council members and learn more 
about how they can get involved in the school.  Council job descriptions and nomination 
forms will be made available as well as a sign-up sheet for new volunteers.  Council open 
house is planned for the School Open House. 

 

6.5 Parking and Safety (Suzanne) 
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• No report. 
 

6.6 Fundraising (Ingrid and Bridgette) 

• The gift card program is ready for launch in September. 
 

6.7 Library (Karin) 

• No update. 
 

6.8  Secretary (Joanna) 

• Update on the HDSB French Second Language (FSL) Program.  Five recommendations 
were tabled for consideration by the Board.  Recommendation #5 “may have significant 
impact on students in Dual Track schools” as it threatens the preservation of the English 
program in some neighbourhood dual track schools.  A recommendation to start core 
French in Gr. 1 and offer later French immersion did not go forward for further 
consideration by the Board.  Results of the FSL survey will be analyzed over the course 
of the summer and will be presented to the Board in the fall and used to arrive at 
recommendations for expansion of French immersion.  Parents are encouraged to review 
this report and provide their feedback to the HDSB and other key stakeholders (Report 
Number 13044). 

 

6.9 Website (Christine) 

• A summary of the carnival funds raised will be posted. 

• Will look into creating website promotional materials.   
 
 

8. Other Business and Adjournment of the Meeting 

 
Council presented Mr. Phillips with a card and a Thank-You gift to thank him for the years of 
service and dedication to Heritage Glen. 
 
Motion to adjourn by Ernie and seconded by Arsheen. 
Adjournment of the meeting:  8:50 PM. 


