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Heritage Glen Public School 
Council Meeting Minutes 
October 1, 2012 

 
Council Members in Attendance: 
Sheila Hill, Paula Sahker, Joanna Oliver, Christine Bilusack, Suzanne Smith, Ingrid Evans, Mary 
Beth Berczi, Arsheen Reza, Amy Han, Bridget O’Shaughnessy, Karin Heiss, Merryl Nash, Ernie 
Chow, Brent Phillips, Janet Reesor. 
 
Other Attendees: 
Julie Bennitt, Selena Vosper, Anita Mero, Barb Matanovic, Craig Lemon, Fiona Booth. 
 
1. Welcome and Introductions (Sheila) 
 
Sheila welcomed everyone and introductions were made. 
 
2. Approval of Agenda and Past Meeting Minutes 
 
Minutes of the September 10, 2012 meeting were approved by Paula and Fiona. 
Agenda was approved by Mary Beth. 
 
3. Chair’s Report (Sheila) 
 
Council Positions 
Sheila, as returning Chair of Council, introduced the new Council members for the 2012-13 year 
and thanked the outgoing council members. 
 
Treasurer – Paula Sahker 
Secretary – Joanna Oliver 
Special Events – Merryl Nash 
Volunteer Coordinator – Ernie Chow and Arsheen Reza 
Fundraising Coordinator – Ingrid Evans and Bridget O’Shaughnessy 
Communication – Christine Bilusack 
Library – Karin Heiss 
Community Liaison – Mary Beth Berzi 
Parking/School Safety – Suzanne Smith 
 
 
Open House de-brief 
Council proposed a change to next year’s Open House format in order to allow for parents to get 
to know each other better as well as to learn about the upcoming events and academic 
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expectations for their child’s grade level.  It was suggested that primary, intermediate and senior 
level grade events be held with teachers making brief presentations to parents.  This would allow 
parents to learn more about what is planned for the school year as well as to meet other parents 
in that grade level. 
 
The concept of Grade or Class Parent Representatives was raised as a way to liaise with all the 
parents and bring forth ideas or concerns to the Council and staff.  This position would not be a 
Council position but would allow for frequent communication and check-ins with the Council 
and the Principal.  Such representative would not act as a intermediary between the parent and 
staff but as someone who would gather ideas or concerns specific to that grade level or class and 
bring them forward to Council and Staff for deliberation.  It was agreed that the roles and 
responsibilities for such a representative would have to be clearly outlined and agreed upon by 
Council and administration.  It was decided that once this is accomplished an invitation email 
will go out to parents to seek volunteers. 
 
Staff Pictures 
The idea of individual staff photos was discussed.  These pictures could be posted on a board 
accessible to all parents for their reference. 
 
QSP Fundraising 
QSP packages have been prepared and sent home with the students.  Reminder emails will go out 
shortly. 
 
Pizza, milk and lunch lady programs have already started. 
 
Babysitting for Council meetings 
A babysitting job posting had gone out to the Gr. 7 and Gr. 8 students to seek those interested.  
Gr. 7 student will be paired up with a Gr. 8 student for the duration of the meeting.  Babysitters 
have been assigned for each month.  They will be available for each Council meeting and sent 
home (paid) if not needed. 
 
ACTION: 
• Arsheen and Ernie to meet with Mr. Phillips and Ms. Reeser to develop roles and 

responsibilities of a Parent Representative. 
• Mr. Phillips to check with Pegasus if these pictures can be taken during the school photo 

sessions. 
 
 
4. Teacher’s Report (Mr. Phillips on behalf of Ms. Fleur Parker) 
 
Ms. Wiley’s French signs can be found throughout the school to indicate key locations.  These 
are of benefit to all children – those in the French track and those in the English track. 
 
Gr. 2 students visited the library and were given a coupon for a book to pick up on their next 
visit back to the library. 
 
Terry Fox run, held on Sept 28th, raised $3,700 so far.  Several milestones have been reached and 
appreciation events will be organized for students and staff to celebrate reaching these 
milestones.  The school was challenged to raise $5,000 – money is still coming in. 
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Flag football was organized for the first time for the intermediates by Mr. Burrows.  A 
tournament took place. 
 
Elections for Student Council took place.  Class representatives will be announced next week.  
This is a great opportunity for students to champion a cause. 
 
Cross-country meet took place last week.  Lots of students participated.  The intermediate boys 
brought in a pennant for first place in Halton.  The Tykes came in second overall. 
 
Council members acknowledged the continuing extra-curricular participation by teachers within 
the current political climate and extended their gratitude for teachers’ continued dedication to 
their students and school. 
 
 
5. Principal’s Report (Brent Phillips) and Vice-Principal’s Report (Janet Reeser) 
 
Mr. Phillips sent a letter home about the upcoming re-construction of the parking lot located by 
the tennis courts.  This will start early in October and may take 4 weeks to complete.  Council 
suggested that we ask for another exit or expansion of the current entry way into that lot in order 
to ease the flow of traffic.   
 
The fire alarm went off on Friday.  Staff room/work room area had electric-like smell and haze 
that did not dissipate.  The alarm was pulled and 911 was called as per protocol.  Everyone was 
evacuated.  The process went well and all students knew where to go. 
 
School spirit wear orders will be going out shortly.  A day will be designated for sizing.  Council 
asked that samples (or sizing cross-reference) be provided so that parents can assess the required 
size. 
 
All staffing is now complete.  Ms. Phi Tran has been hired for the new Gr. 4 class that was 
created after the beginning of the school year.  We now have about 55 staff with 15 new teaching 
staff. 
 
Safe Schools Action Team 
The Safe Schools Committee, a requirement for every school in Halton, has resumed its work.  
The kick-off started on Friday with the ‘We’ event (guided by the “Me to We” Group).  Fourteen 
students went with Ms. Burrows to this kick-off event.  One of the things that was discussed was 
the concept of global citizenship.  The first meeting of this committee is scheduled for 
Wednesday. 
 
Healthy School 
Heritage Glen has gained this designation with the Halton Region Health Department.  This 
means that our school will have a full-time public health nurse dedicated every day to the school.  
One of the programs that we would like to get started is a coffee chat with parents that will be 
issue-specific (e.g. internet safety, developmental assets, anxiety and mental health). 
 
Safe Schools Staff Conference will be held on October 11 to map out what our role is in terms of 
bullying, school community and spirit. 
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Suzanne Smith is the parent rep and a student representative will be selected. 
 
EQAO Results 
October 5th PA day is designated to develop a school improvement plan.  Heritage Glen is part of 
a ‘Student plan study’.  This is an inquiry project to find out how to move students from level 3 
to level 4.  Gr. 3 boy literacy will be assessed in particular in light of previous year’s results to 
see if the recent results present a blip in the findings or represent a new trend.   
 
There was some discussion about the importance of the Reading Buddies program and the role of 
parent volunteers as reading helpers.  Both programs will continue and parent volunteer are 
welcomed. 
 
 
6. Parent Committee Reports 
 
6.1 Treasurer (Paula) 
 
• Paula distributed the financial report.  The bank balance for the end of August is $13,972.46.  

HST rebate will be applied for.  Still waiting to hear about our school going cash-less.  This 
is quite resource intensive for the school board but is also the new direction within our board. 

 
6.2 Volunteer Coordinator (Arsheen and Ernie) 
• Several activities were identified for volunteer recruitment.  These include popcorn days, 

parent reading helpers, Grade or class parent representatives. 
 
ACTION: 
• Christine to set-up an HG email account for volunteer coordinators. 
 
 
6.3 Community Liaison, Pizza (Mary Beth) 
• Mary Beth outlined the Grab-a-Snack program (GAS) for new Council members.  Items have 

been purchased. 
• Babysitting Course (students Gr. 7 and up) is scheduled for Nov. 23rd and the Home Alone 

courses (students 9 yrs old and older) is scheduled for April 26th.  These courses are first-
come-first-served.  Order forms need to be dropped off at the front office. 

• Pizza dates have been selected and orders were submitted for the first term. 
• Lunch Lady will continue to come every Wednesday just as last year.   
• Extreme Pita program, new this year, will begin with six dates scheduled for the first term.  

These days will be non-pizza Fridays.  Information sheet and order forms will go out next 
week.  This is also a fundraiser.  Volunteers will be required to help with distribution.  Gr. 8s 
may be recruited to help out as part of their Gr. 8 graduation fundraising. 

 
 
6.4 Special Events (Merryl) 
• No report 
 
 
6.5 Parking and Safety (Suzanne) 
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• Several issues with parking and the kiss n’ride route were identified.  
• Parkette parking lot construction will present further issues with parking and accessibility. 
 
ACTION: 
• Mr. Phillips to arrange for lines to be painted to indicate the flow of traffic. 
 
 
6.6 Fundraising (Sheila for Ingrid and Bridget) 
• Popcorn has been a successful fundraiser.  Orders have to go into the supplier once every 2-

3 months.  A database is set up to enter all the orders.  Two to three volunteers are required 
to put together the orders on the morning of distribution. 

 
Motion put by Sheila to continue with popcorn as a fundraiser.  All were in favour. 
 
 

6.7 Library (Karin) 
• No report. 

 
6.8  Secretary (Joanna) 
• No report. 

 
 
6.9 Newsletter (Christine) 
• The feasibility of a monthly Council newsletter was raised following previous Council 

discussions.  It was agreed that this was a very time and resource consuming endeavour 
which often did not provide information in a timely manner.  Instead, the option of having a 
Council’s Corner within the school newsletter was discussed.  This would remove the need 
for a Council newsletter. 

 
 
6.10 Communications (Christine) 
• The idea of a Parent Council website was discussed as a way to communicate with parents, 

post historical as well as new information.  This would remove the need for a Council 
newsletter which was found to not always be timely. 

 
Motion put by Christine to create a Council website.  All were in favour. 
 
 
7. Plans for November/December 2012 
 
Chris Vollum will be booked to present to students and parents, at separate sessions, about 
Facebook and other modes of social networking. 
 
 
 
Motion to adjourn by Paula and seconded by Merryl. 
Adjournment of the meeting:  9:06 PM. 


